
Dates of Interest: 

 7/5 Holy Communion 

 7/8 Ad. Council  
   @5:30 am 

 7/12 Easton Frieden   
Baptism 

 7/13 Centennial Task 
Force Team @6:30pm 

 7/18 Centennial Open 
House @2-4pm 

 7/19 Centennial                
Worship & Lunch 
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Statement about the shooting in Charleston—Bishop Julius C. Trimble 

May God bring comfort and healing while the shock and pain of senseless  
violence is so fresh in Charlestown. May we denounce and resist hatred whenever 
it rears its ugly head. While we proclaim "love the people" others were plotting to 
express racial hatred toward people at a prayer meeting in the historic Emmanuel 
AME church. I believe Jesus is weeping even as we weep and pray for those who 
refuse to see all people and all lives as precious in God's sight. The blood of the 
innocents cries out "no more". 

What shall we do? 
a poem by Bishop Julius C. Trimble 

For a very long time 
Longer than history books record 

Black people have gathered to pray 
  

Churches both visible and invisible 
Dirt floors and no pianos 

We were not taught to read 
Not always given much hope 

  
The bible was shared 

Hope escaped and was planted 
Songs were born and freedom 
The Word became a welcome 

  
No restrictions on who could come 

Lord, listen to your children praying’ 
Love without locked doors 
Bible study at round tables 

  
Racism robs innocence 

Hatred armed and unchecked 
Martyrs who welcomed a stranger 

And now Jesus weeps 
And we ask 

What shall we do? 
With the scandal of hatred 

 

 

 

June Ad. Council Minutes-Not Available at the time of the publishing.  

Word from Mission Committee 
Meeting was postponed until the further information on the Ecumenical NFV 
School supply Drive is available.  

 

  
 

The News! 



Birthdays 
7/1 Tessa Becker 

7/2 Larry Wedo 

  7/6 Dawn Amundson; Judy Frieden 

  7/10 Joshua Ellis 

  7/12 Brian Butikofer; Megan Dummermuth 

  7/18 Don Hanson; Tyler Schori 

  7/20 Betty Nims; Kathryn Popenhagen 

  7/23 Melody Gilson 

  7/25 Betty Jenson 

  7/26 John McMillan; Dave Becker 

  7/28 Sharnel Frieden; Mary McMillan 

  7/29 Curtis Gilson; Wade Wedo; Kelsey Shaffer 

  7/31 Melissa Ellis 

PRAYER MINISTRY-Please keep these people in your prayers. 
*The leaders of our church 

*The leaders of our District: D.S. Jackie, FOM Rev.Jaime 
        and especially Secretary Janet Condon for healing from the surgery 

*The leaders of our Conference: Bishop Trimble & members of the cabinet 

*Our elderly sisters and brother who are unable to join us as they reside in the  
   care centers: Larry Butikofer, Bev Friederich, Betty Jensen, Betty Nims 

*Our sisters and brothers who are unable to join us as they reside in their  
   homes: Dorothy & Howard Wurster, Nancy Ormston, William Dummermuth 

*Our brothers and sisters for their healing & recovery: Connie Ellis, Curt Gilson,   
   Bev Friederich, Nancy Ormston, Liz, a girl who was injured in the accident in Clermont 

*New born baby: John Wayne Frieden 

*Sierra Gilson who is planning to have a surgery in the near future 

*Victims of senseless violence at Charleston, SC  

*Our Nation and its leaders 

*Victims of recent storm in Iowa  

 For requests, please call Vera Shaffer (426-5652), or Helen Medberry (426-5348),  
    or Pastor Mee (563-425-8012) or Leave a message to the office(426-5131) 
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Anniversaries  
 7/3 Henry & Karen Follet 

 7/11 Mike & Melissa Ellis 

     7/14    Bob & Terry Shaffer 

     7/17   Arden & Marlene Greener 

     7/19    Craig & Angie Frieden 

 

  

 

JULY SERVANT-LEADERS 

Communion Stewards: Jon & Vera Shaffer  

Greeters / Ushers: 
   7/5/ Larry & Nancy Ormston 
   7/12 Mark & Rose Harberts 
   7/19 Marion Frieden & Karen Klingman 
   7/26 Roger & Sharnel Frieden 

Liturgist 
   7/5 Dorothy Gilson 
   7/12 Melissa Ellis 
   7/19 Pastor Mee 
   7/26 Candis Frieden 

Acolyte None through the Summer  

Kitchen & Building Task Force Team 

Candis Freiden (Chair) 426-5257 
Sarah Schori (Co-chair) 426-5301 
Leanne Cline  426-5608 
Sharnel Frieden   426-5709 
Arden Greener   426-5355 
Marlene Greener 426-5355 
Deb Kahler  426-5293 
Karen Klingman 426-5347 
Dorothy Wurster 426-5333 

Coffee Fellowship will be replace  
 by the Centennial Celebration on 7/19 
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MORE CELEBRATION for ALLISON SCHORI 

of HER HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION!!!! 

  St. Paul’s celebrated Allison’s graduation on Sunday   
  May 31 during worship and had a reception after  
  worship at the fellowship hall. This is how we party!      
  Thanks to the May Kitchen & Building Task Force  
  Team for all their works for this celebration possible and  
   the same thanks to UMW for the generous gift (Daily  
   Devotional Book). 
 

 

    

      

 

    AND a Thanks from Allison 

 

 

NOW, EASTON FRIEDEN, YOU ARE WELCOMED OFFICIALLY ! 

On Sunday June 21, St. Paul’s welcomed the latest new born baby after worship. A huge cake 
decorated with an image of baby who wore a polka-dotted diaper was offered to those who  
gathered and welcomed Easton that day. The celebration and the welcome was not over yet!  
The proud parents of Easton announced the upcoming baptism for their son, Easton on Sunday 
July 12 that will be the real welcome & official for Easton  
become the member of God’s household! Welcome & welcome Easton Frieden! We appreciate 
for the good work of June Kichen Task Force Team. 

 

WE ALSO HONORED OUR FATHERS WITH SWEET 

HEART & THOSE LITTLE  THINGS!  

On Sunday June 21, St. Paul’s celebrated and honored our  

fathers with warm, genuine love, and with sweets.  

As we welcomed Easton at the same time, we doubled the joy 

with honoring our fathers! Thank you, the Caring Committee for 

the work! 

 

 

 



   Report on Annual Conference 2015—Submitted by Doris Howard 

June 2015  I attended this year’s Annual Conference as a representative from 
Conference Council on Finance & Administration. Why do I go to Annual  
Conference; I have attended Conference over and over again?  What draws me 
there?  It is because I hear words of social justice spoken in new voice to today’s 
world.  That voice is often hard to hear and difficult to discern and I search and 
question in order to understand.  It takes long hours of meetings and boring  
messages.  But the voices for Social Justice are there for me.  I will tell you of 
the voices I heard that speak to me of a new perspective on Jesus’ message of 
love and justice.  
I heard an appeal for justice in the words spoken by a UMW district president at 
our United Methodist Woman’s annual conference gathering.  This bold woman 
leader spoke to us about the issue of domestic violence and said, “This is my 
story.”  I can only imagine the courage that took and the faith she has in her 

community as she told of the terror and pain and breaking down of her self esteem because of this abusive  
relationship.  It was her personal experience that she could not for many years leave; she felt she could not leave 
because of her fears for her children, fear of economic safety, fear of admitting to herself and others the truth.  
She tells us, “I speak from personal experience and so this is from a woman’s perspective.  I do know that men 
also can be in an abusive relationship.”  And now she is speaking out; she has received training to lead our  
conference workshop on training teams of leaders to educate United Methodists on the issue of domestic violence.   
The Methodist Federation for Social Action invited a woman from the Board of Church and Society to speak at 
their annual banquet.  She told us of her experiences living in Palestine in the West Bank and spoke out against 
the military actions taken by the Israeli government against the Palestinian people, families and children.  She told 
us about the wall that was put up, not a straight wall, separating men and women from their place of business and 
said it might take hours to get through the checkpoints to their work.  The wall divides farmer’s houses from the 
land they own.  You may have read on the editorial page of the Des Moines register an editorial by the Jewish 
Federation urging our Bishop to apologize for her anti-Semitic remarks.  This is not how I heard it-I heard a call 
for justice.  I heard that leaders in the Jewish Federation wrote prior to our Annual Conference urging us to  
uninvite our speaker because it would be anti-Semitic. 
This year we debated and passed item #106 Support for the Connectional Third Way.  It states in brief that United 
Methodists could end church trials over homosexuality, retain the authority of the annual conference to discern 
suitability for ordination and allow bishops, local churches and clergy free will on this issue.  The ramifications of 
this resolution were as confusing as the title of this item.  I attended a late night meeting of Methodist Federation 
for Social Justice and heard it discussed and heard an opinion asking for a ‘no’ vote because this would weaken 
the connectionalism that is the United Methodist way.  We heard from a prominent woman clergy of how she 
wanted to marry two friends; to make her own decision on performing this ceremony stating she would vote ‘yes’.  
So I heard at this meeting from experienced leaders I had long respected, two opinions on voting ‘yes’ or ‘no’.   
I changed my mind several times while listening and decided I would vote no.    During debate the next day I  
listened to hurtful words spoken by a clergyman against the resolution…these were words of personal attack.  
And then I heard a young pastor stand up to say, “I am an ordained elder, a faithful student of scripture and I am a 
gay man.”  What courage it took to speak publicly in answer to a voice of scorn and distrust.  I heard a strong 
voice for justice speak in that young clergyman’s voice.  I do not want our Church to lose his voice.  I voted in 
favor of the resolution. 
I listened carefully and heard many voices that answered Jesus’ call to speak out for those with no voice.  In the 
harsh words of a prophet speaking disdainfully about his inability to receive answers to his questions, where is the 
truth? He cried loudly.  Another voice, the voice of our Conference Artist, Rev. Ted Lyddon Hatten, spoke to 
clarify his previous remarks.   He spoke clearly and powerfully that he felt words needed to be said and refusied 
to apologize for those words he spoke that were truth telling to power.  The babble of many voices in the hallways 
between friends, between adversaries, all seeking to discern the meaning of God’s words in our lives.  And that is 
why I return again and again, even if I doubt my effectiveness and tire more quickly during the long hours.  I have 
heard so many words telling me that Jesus comes to offer me love and security.  I have always believed Jesus’ 
words urge us to get out of our safe places and speak up for those suffering injustice.  I find myself at Annual 
Conference again and God willing, I will return next year.  It is where I find the life of Jesus’ Church and the 
voice of the Wisdom Jesus echoing into this present age.   
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REPORT FROM CENTENNIAL TASK FORCE TEAM  -Submitted by Charles Wagner 

Mark your calendars for a truly exciting event in the history of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.  
On July 18th and 19th, we will celebrate the Centennial of the laying of the cornerstone of our church, which  
occurred on July 15, 1915. (An of course, the history of our church goes all the way back to the founding of a 
Methodist congregation in Elgin by Rev. J. C. Cameron in 1852.) Our celebration will begin on Saturday July 18, 
with an Open House at the church from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., when members past and present can gather to  
reminisce and enjoy a display of pictures and artifacts relating to the history St. Paul’s. On Sunday, July 19, there 
will be a church service at 10:45 a.m., led by Rev. Harlan Gillespie, a former member of our congregation and 
current District Superintendent for the North Central District. Following the service, a dinner will be served to 
which all past and present members are invited. To commemorate our Centennial the “What’s Cooking in the  
Valley?” cookbook has been reprinted. In addition, a Cat’s Meow keepsake of the church with a brief history of 
the church on the back will be available. These items may be purchased for $20 each. They are currently available, 
or they may be purchased the weekend of the Centennial Celebration. Please help us by signing up for the food 
donations for the Sunday dinner and also for working at the setting up, decorating, serving, cleaning up, and  
working at the souvenir table. Also, monetary donations are most welcome. We hope that everyone will join in the 
wonderful event in the life of our church. Everyone’s help is needed to make the event a joyful success! 
Tentative Schedule are as follows: Sat., July 18--Open House 2-4:00 pm with refreshments;  
Sun., July 19—Worship service at 10:45 am with dinner to follow 

A REQUEST FROM CTF FOR YOUR HELP 
As with any event, help is always needed!!  We would like to encourage you to respond via the enclosed envelope 
or the email address on the letter.  This will save calling. 
Saturday, July 18 
1.  Someone, with pickup, to get 2 20’x20’ tents at Decorah Rental Sat. am. Same party or someone else to return 
such on Mon. am. 
2.  Help with tent set up Sat. am. 
3.  Help take down tent Sun. afternoon. 
4.  Cookbook/keepsake worker’s table Sat. afternoon 2-4:00 pm. 
5.  Chairman for food/beverage during open house Sat. afternoon 2-4:00 pm. 
6.  People to bring 2 doz. cookies each for open house Sat. afternoon.  To be at church by Sat. noon.  
Sunday, July 19 
1.  Workers  (It is hoped many will take a turn here so all can have “a break” to enjoy the day!) 
      Set up at 8:30 am; Serve 12 noon-2:00 pm; Clean up 2-4:00 pm 
2.  Decoration committee—Plan and set up 
3.  30 salads—Double size salad to church before 9 am. 
4.  16 cakes—Cake in 9”x13” pan or larger to church before 9 am. 
5.  Monetary donations towards meat 

Anyone that might have pictures or other church items for display, please call Arden Greener (426-5355) or  
Helen Medberry (426-5348).  THANK YOU!  DO COME AND HELP CELEBRATE ST. PAUL’S UMC 
CENTENNIAL JULY 18-19, 2015!!!   

A WORD FROM HISTORY COMMITTEE OF CTF  -Submitted by Arden Greener 
St. Paul's Congregation, We are still looking for pictures and or memorabilia for a display on the weekend of our 
centennial.  We have quite a few pictures from the mid 70's up to now, but not nearly as many from earlier 
years.  If any of you have old photos that we might use, it would be appreciated.  We'll return them after the  
weekend. These would probably be in collections from your parents or grandparents.  Do any of you have a box 
stowed away in the back of a closet with things like this?  If you do, we'd appreciate your taking time to look 
through it for anything that we might use. Thank you.  

CALL TO SING ANTHEM WITH CHOIR  –Submitted by Brenda Howard 
Several of the St. Paul’s singers have voiced interest in resurrecting the choir once again to perform an anthem at 
our special Centennial Celebration service. The choir has been a long standing tradition at St. Paul’s and it would 
be a wonderful addition to our special day. Arden has an anthem in mind already and it would take only a few  
rehearsals for us to prepare the song.   Would you consider singing with us? We are especially in need of more 
male voices and won’t be able to perform if we don’t have at least 4 men in the choir. We would love to have you 
sing in our group! Please let me know either way so we know if we can proceed. Also, feel free to invite others to 
join us. The more the merrier! Thanks! 
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NEWS FROM N.E. DISTRICT 

NOTE: D.S. Jackie is on Spiritual Growth and Continuing Education leave this summer.   
   If you need a District Superintendent, please contact the District Office, 319-268-7502, and you will be  
   provided the necessary information. District Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.   
   Please note that the District Office will be closed on Friday, June 27.   
   You  may also contact Jaymee on her cell phone, 319-464-7159.   

*MATTHEW 25 GRANT applications are available by contacting jaymee.glenn-burns@iaumc.org.  
Applications are due in the NE District Office by September 15, 2015.     

*LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY 
July 10—Early bird registration deadline for Church of the Resurrection Leadership Institute.   
See article below for details about a special NE District opportunity to bring a team from your church.   
Church of the Resurrection LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE—Sept. 30-Oct.2  
Link for more info and registration - http://li.cor.org  

The NE District Parish Development Committee encourages district churches to take a team to this event.   
We will need to leave in the early afternoon of September 29th.  The event ends around noon on the 2nd,  
so we should be back in the district in the afternoon. We invite you to prayerfully consider attending AND 
who you will invite to join you for the event.  District continuing education scholarships for lay and clergy 
may be used for this training. You and your group will be responsible for paying for registration (be sure to 
sign up for both the institute and the pre-institute day.)  You will also be responsible for the cost of hotels - but 
we ask that you wait to book a room until we take a look and see which one might be able to accommodate our 
group.  Contact Deborah Wise at pastordeborahwise@gmail.com to indicate your plans to attend as part of the 
district group. Thus far we have two 15 passenger vans available to transport folks.  To reserve a spot in a van, 
send a check for $28/person made out to “Iowa Annual Conference” to the NE District Office, 2302 W. 1st St.
-Suite 2, Cedar Falls, IA  50613.  Your check will reserve your spaces.  The district will contribute additional 
costs for the vans.  Note that early registration deadline is July 10.  There is a special discount for young 
adults.  See the website (link above) for details. 

*THE FIRST ANNUAL NE DISTRICT GOLF TOURNAMENT on August 14, 2015, 10:00 a.m. star t 
@Foxridge Golf Course in Dike.  4-person best shot.  Registration is $40.00 per person, this includes 18 holes 
of golf, cart and lunch (Foxridge members cost is $10.00).  Open to all UMC clergy and laity in the Northeast 
District.  For registration forms, see previous newsletter or email jaymee.glenn-burns@iaumc.org.   
For questions, contact dikemethodist@aol.com or call 319-989-2535. 
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

The People of The United Methodist 

St. Paul’s UMC UMC 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church     
Office: 504 Main St 
            Elgin, IA 52141 

Phone: 563-426-5131 
E-mail:elginspumc@alpinecom.net 
URL: stpaulsumc.org 

Worship @ 10:45 AM 

Kids Sunday School @ 10—11 AM (When School is in session) 

UMW Rachel Circle @ 9:50AM (1st Sunday of each month; Recess in June & July) 

Lay Leader: Charles Wagner 

Pianist: Judy Bickner 

Pastor: Hyeunmee Kang 


