
Dates of Interest: 

*1/1 Covenant Renewal       
   with Holy Communion  

*1/8 Reaffirmation of  
        Baptism  

*1/11 Ad Council@5:30pm 

*1/15Human Relation UM 
Special Offering Sunday  
with Coffee Fellowship 
@7:30-9pm 

*1/18 All Committee Meet 
@6:30pm 

*1/19 NFVMA @11:30am   

*1/20 Devotion  
Stoney Brook @10:30am 

*1/22 Scholarship Offering 

*1/26 Devotion 
Maple Crest @2pm 
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From Mee to You 

Merry Christmas to all 
of you!  

I hope the joys and  
challenges you           
encountered in 2016 
were sources of blessing 
and motivation for you 
in your walk with God.  
They certainly were for 
my family and me. 
When the kids have 
grown and been away 
from home and have seemingly lives of their own, I experienced all the 
happiness and hardship of remote parenthood still and Limseok and I      
realized that our happiness does not come without price, without the      
sacrifices of patience,  effort, time, all done in the spirit of love.  
Through the sacrifices we make on our children’s behalf, we understand 
the sacrifice made by God when He sent His one and only Son to be born 
as a baby on Christmas.  

As Paul writes in Philippians 2:7-8, Jesus “gave up his divine privileges;  
he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. 
When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to 
God and died a criminal’s death on a cross” (NLT).  

Jesus, God’s gracious Gift to us, laid aside His divine royalty and power in 
order to be born a human. He did not come to earth without sacrifice, and 
He did not depart this earth without sacrifice either. This is the beautiful 
truth of Christmas. I pray that Christmas might be for you a time not only 
of love and thanksgiving and celebration but also of remembrance, of           
reflection upon the sacrificial Gift of God so that New Year 2017 may be 
filled with the spirit of Christmas throughout. Happy New Year and may 
the blessing of God be with you all! 

Pastor Mee 

P.S. Oh, I almost forgot to mention to you who blessed me with all those 
thoughtful words and beautiful gifts that I was deeply moved by your love 
and was very honored to be your pastor by your generosity. Thank you and 
much more thanks to you! 
 

The News! 
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Birthdays 

1/1 Mike Ellis 
1/6 Naomi Cline 

1/9 Vera Shaffer ; Jessica Hanson 
1/10 Chelsey Durnan; Tyler Becker 
1/11 Angela Dummermuth 
1/19 Alan Greener 
1/20 Catherine Britt; Joel Grimes 
1/27 Tatum Kahler 
1/29 Helen Medberry 

No Anniversary in January 

 

 

 

 

 JANUARY  SERVANT-LEADERS  

Communion Stewards: Ellie Medberry & Karen Klingman 

Greeters / Ushers: 
   1/1     Karen Klingman & Sharnel Frieden 
   1/8     Mike & Linda Cline 
   1/15     Darin & Melissa Johnston 
   1/22    Mark & Rose Harberts 
   1/29    Kenny & Karla Hanson 

Liturgist 
   1/1     Pastor Mee 
   1/8      Pastor Mee 
   1/15    Darin Johnston 
   1/22    Leanne Cline 
   1/29    Chelsey Durnan 

Acolyte 
   1/1      Jim Dennler 
   1/8     Shawn Gilson   
   1/15    Faith Johnston   
   1/22    Sierra Gilson 
   1/29    Claire Hanson 

Kitchen & Building Task Force Team—Not Available  

 
Coffee Fellowship on Third Sunday 1/15 @ 9:45am 
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Our Church T-Shirt Order Form Still Works! 

  You are again cordially invited to an evangelical effort to         
  proclaim being one of the faithful of St. Paul’s UMC and its   
  ministry! The Administrative Council and the mission           
  committee has been discerned on ways of missional  
  evangelism of the church and decided to create a way that we,   
  people of St. Paul’s are going to show and tell who we are,  
  what and how we do as the church by wearing a t-shirt in any  
  place and any event within the church and the community.  
   

Here is how you may join the effort:  

Fill in the order form attached (page 6) or emailed then mail it with your payment to:  
St. Paul’s UMC;  504 Main Street;  Elgin, IA 52141.  

Thank you for your loyalty and commitment! 



PRAYER MINISTRY-Please keep following peoples in your prayer. 

*The leaders of our church 
*The leaders of our District: D.S. Jackie, FOM Rev.Jayme 
*The leaders of our Conference: Bishop Laurie Haller & the cabinet 
*Our Nation, its leaders, and the president-elect Donald Trump 
*The Military and their family & victims of the war and any conflict 
*Our elderly sisters and brother who reside in the care center: Larry Butikofer, Bev Friederich,  
  Betty Nims, Dorothy Wurster, Dora Lee Albertson, Karen Mack (mother of Candis Frieden) 
*Our sisters and brothers who are unable to join us as they reside in their homes: Howard Wurster,     

 William & Delores Dummermuth, Larry & Nancy Ormston  
*Our brothers and sisters for their healing & recovery: Brenda Howard, Jonathan Oakland, 
         Mr. Leo (Father of Linda Cline)  
*Families and friends who lost their beloved: Vernon Wedo Family 
*Those among us with unspoken physical, emotional, and spiritual needs 
 For any prayer concern, contact: 
 Vera Shaffer (380-8749), Helen Medberry (426-5348), the office(426-5131),    
    or Pastor Mee (425-8012; revmeekang@gmail.com) 

December Administrative Council Minutes—December 14, 2016                

The meeting was called to order at 6:20 p.m. following a meal served by Pastor Mee.   

Those in attendance were: Pastor mee, Brenda Howard, Marion Frieden, Karen Klingman,            
      Helen Medberry, Mark Howard and Arden Greener. 

Pastor Mee opened the meeting with a prayer. 

The Secretary’s report was read. It was moved and seconded (Medberry, B. Howard) that the report 
be approved.  The motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s report showed a total income of $5,774.06, expenses of  $4,087.89 and a net profit of 
$1686.17. The Thanksgiving Ingathering netted $429.00. The Scholarship Fund has a balance of 
$1123.00. It was moved and seconded (Klingman, Medberry) that the report be approved.   
The motion carried. 

New Business & Committee Report 

*There was discussion about the Souper Bowl fundraiser.  A chairperson is needed for this event.  
Marion will send out an e-mail request. It was noted that there are good records of past events so that 
the task will be comparatively easy.  A motion was made (Greener, Klingman) that the Christmas Eve 
offering will go into the general fund. A receptacle will be placed in the rear of the Church on that 
evening for donations to go to the food shelf.  The motion carried. 

*On Wednesday, January 18 at 6:30 p.m. an organizational meeting for all committees will be held.  
It is very important that all members of every committee be present. 

*Leadership Develop Committee: Vera Shaffer will assume the duties of Church Treasurer on        
January 1. 

*Worship Committee: Helen Medberry reported that apples and oranges have been ordered for the 
Christmas Eve Service. 

The next Administrative Council meeting will be January 11th at 5:30 p.m. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

-Respectfully submitted, Arden Greener, Council Secretary pro tem 
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November Administrative Council Minutes - November 9, 2016 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m.   

Those in attendance were Pastor Mee, Brenda Howard, Karen Klingman, Helen Medberry,          
    Marion Frieden, Arden Greener and Charles Wagner. 

Pastor Mee opened the meeting with a prayer. 

The Secretary’s report was approved as read. It was moved and seconded (Greener, Klingman) that 
the report be approved. The motion carried. 

The treasurer’s report showed a total income of $3574.98, expenses of $5047.51, and a net loss of 
$1032.53. The treasurer noted that giving has been down in recent months. The Scholarship Fund 
has a current balance of $1015.17.  It was moved and seconded (Medberry, Frieden) that the report 
be approved.  The motion carried. 

Old Business 
An order form for the church tee-shirts is available in the newsletter. 

Committee Reports 
*Worship Committee: After discussion it was moved and seconded (Medberry, Wagner) that the 
time of the Christmas Eve service be 8:00 (depending on Fayette’s willingness to move their service 
to 6:00).  Arden will check if Annie can play on Christmas Eve if Marilana is not available.  
After further discussion it was moved and seconded (Greener, Wagner) that we have no service on 
Christmas Day. The motion carried, but not unanimously. Christmas caroling will take place at 6:30 
on December 14 after the 5:30 Council meeting. Refreshments will be served after the caroling. 

*Missions Committee: Marion reported that the in-gathering is completed. 

*Caring Committee: Planning for the Thanksgiving baskets is underway.  Melissa Johnston has 
identified a family in need of help providing gifts for their children. We will make this need part of 
our Christmas mission. 

*Finance Committee: Linda has distributed pledge materials. Pledges are to be returned by           
November 20. Brenda announced her resignation as Treasurer because of health considerations.  
Vera Shafffer was suggested as a possibility for Brenda’s replacement. 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Mee hopes to use the youth of the church in carrying out the Christian education/Sunday 
School program.  The Charge Conference is set for Monday, November 14, at 6:30 in West Union. 

New Business 
The Pastor expressed thanks to Marion Frieden, Roger and Doris Howard, and Karen Klingman who 
prepared and served the meal for JFON in Decorah on very short notice. It was suggested that we 
not do this again unless we are given ample planning and preparation time. 

The next meeting will be December 14 at 5:30 p.m. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
-Respectfully Submitted, Charles Wagner, Council Secretary 
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Celebrations By Being Together        Page 5 

Welcoming Babies: Ellois Durnan, Jeff Cline 
  On Sunday November 20 after worship, St. Paul’s celebrated November   
  month’s coffee fellowship with welcoming  babies; Elloise Ellie Durnan  
  with her parents, Matt and Chelsey Durnan and Jack Cline with his parents,  
  Luke and Hope Cline. The congregation who gathered greeted the new  
  born children with their promise of love, care, support, & guidance as they  
  grow. Welcome Elois and Jack! We praise God for the love that we have  
  witnessed on your first day in our church!   
  The delicious cakes and cookies were shared to those who gathered and  
  celebrated that day.  
  Thanks to the November Task Force Team! Job well done! 
  Here are the babies of the day! 

Christmas Caroling 
  On Wednesday December 21, Singers of St. Paul’s UMC    
  joined a semi-ecumenical caroling event with Elgin  
  Lutheran Church Choir to visit and sing many Christmas  
  carols many people in Elgin community. Combined team  
  of caroling consisted of Eight St. Paul’s and Twenty-Five  
  Elgin Lutheran. It was organized and planned as St. Paul’s  
  2nd Annual Caroling on Wed. December 14. However, it  
  was postponed to December 21 due to the severe winter  
  weather. Even though it was cold wintry night, everyone  
  who sang and being visited enjoyed moments. It was a  
  worthy event for all. 

After caroling, all carolers were threated by delicious foods and warm fellowship at the 
Fellowship Hall in the Elgin Lutheran Church. Big thanks to Marilana Sutter of Lutheran 
Church for the leadership and another big thanks to the Choir of Elgin Lutheran church! 

Thanks to those from St. Paul’s who joined and sang:  
Jeff & Leanne Cline, Sharnel Frieden, Arden Greener, Tatum Kahler, Karen Klingman, 
Helen Medberry, & Pastor Mee.    

Good Job and Good Job and thank you for your caring heart! 

  The Durnans   The Clines     The Millers 



Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

The People of The United Methodist 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church     
Office: 504 Main St 
            Elgin, IA 52141 

Phone: 563-426-5131 
E-mail:elginspumc@alpinecom.net 
URL: stpaulselgin.org 

St. Paul’s UMC At A Glance  

Sunday Worship @ 8:45 a.m.      
    Covenant Renewal Sunday with Holy Communion 1/1 
    Reaffirmation of Baptism Sunday 1/8 

    Human Relation UM Special Offering with Fellowship after worship 1/15@9:45 a.m. 

    Scholarship special offering Sunday 1/22 

Special Events 

    Ad. Council Wed. 1/11 @5:30 pm 

    All Committee Meeting Wed. 1/18 @6:30pm 

    Newsletter Article Due Mon. 1/24 

    
 

      



T-Shirt Order Form 



Jan. Calendar 


