
St. Paul’s UMC 
August 2017 

Letter from D.S. Jackie Bradford regarding charge conference on  
Sunday, October 22nd at West Union UMC 
INSPIRED HOPE:MAKE A DIFFERENCE AS DISCIPLES FOR 
CHRIST 

Two weeks ago, I was in the Lansing area.  I have traveled this       
highway multiple times over the last six years through all the Iowa   
seasons.  Unexpectedly my eye caught sight of red flaming leaves in 
among the summer green roadside vegetation.  The heat and harshness 
of early spring and summer weather has caused some of the leaves to 
begin to change already.  It was unexpected.  It was not anticipated.     
It just appeared.  I had a new awareness.  Your response to the    
changes in this year’s charge conference schedule may have been  
similar to my encounter—unexpected, not anticipated—it just           
appeared in an announcement.   

The landscape of local church and district ministry is changing rapidly, also.  Prior to annual  
conference every pastor and every local church received notification of pastor’s scheduled  
professional interview and charge conference.  Regional events are being planned this year.   
We will accomplish more than the usual annual business of charge conference.   

As you are aware the conference adopted the new mission and vision statement.  The easy way  
to remember our Conference ministry focus is: HOPE MADE REAL!  One way to make hope real  
for the world is through discipleship.  Helping persons to know and grow in Christ and to follow     
the example of Jesus found in our Scriptures.  Another action taken at annual conference was  
“The WILDLY IMPORTANT GOAL (WIG)” was adopted.  All United Methodist Churches in Iowa 
will have a process of intentionally forming disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world by 2020.  It is wildly important….and it is a big, but an accomplishable goal, with the help of 
God and our intentionality.           ——> Continued to Page 2 

 



Continued from Page 1 

Our time together at these Sunday events will provide beginning opportunities to explore           
discipleship making.  The 2017 fall charge conference business will be accomplished and          
leadership training and education will be joined together into this one important event. 

The theme for these Sunday afternoon events is:  INSPIRED HOPE.  There are approximately 18 
churches/charges scheduled each Sunday in your region.  All churches will gather for worship in 
the host sanctuary.  Churches will be divided into three groups.  Each group will rotate through 
three sessions.  At the end of the afternoon leadership training and the work of charge conference 
will have been accomplished.                                                                                    

The three sessions all persons will attend are:   
1.) Charge Conference with DS Jackie and Administrative Secretary Karen.   

2.) Exploring Discipleship with Jaymee Glenn-Burns.   

3.) Empower Laity led by laity of the NE District.   

Important Information: 
1. The member and alternative member MUST be elected at your designated charge conference.  
All paperwork for registration for the 2018 annual Conference will be completed to expedite the 
registration process for Karen.  It is the responsibility of the pastor to be prepared with the          
information needed.  A form will be given to you at your professional interview to be turned in at 
your charge conference.  
2.FORM I - 2018 Pastoral Support Form is due in the district office BEFORE your charge        
conference, COMPLETE WITH SIGNITURES.  This will expedite our time.  See the schedule 
below: Sunday, October 22—Form I in the district office on October 6 
3. All charge conference form are submitted online.  The only printed forms that I need on the day 
of your charge conference are:  Resolutions on: Church-Owned Parsonage House Exclusion for 
2018 or Clergy-Owned Housing Allowance/Exclusion for 2018 and Resolution on Accountable 
Reimbursement Plan for Appointment Year 2018.  I will have your FORM I, the form with the 
name and contact information for your elected member and alternate to the 2018 annual confer-
ence, any lay leader/lay speaker/CLM reports (with signatures), any candidates for ministry forms 
needing charge conference action (with signatures) and the report for special business for your lo-
cal church charge conference.  (This will be handed out to the pastor at pastor’s professional inter-
view.) 
4. THE NE DISTRICT FORM FOR RECORDING MINUTES will be handed out at the charge 
conference session by Karen.   

 As I rounded the curve and noticed the flaming red leaves—it   
 caught my attention.  I drove a mile or so and stopped the Prius.   
 I had to turn around.  The image nagged at my spirit.  I had to  
 capture the moment in a photo.   

 It was a blessing.  In the midst of change, the unexpected was a  
 gift to my spirit.  It is my prayer and the prayers of the District  
 Operational Team that you, your church, and your people will be  
 blessed with the unexpected change in our fall charge conference  
 tradition.  We must be adaptive to the changing landscape.           
 We can no longer afford to do things like we always have.            

I have watched how over the last six years how the life of the local church and community have 
changed drastically.  We can no longer lead the same.  God is inviting us into new possibilities 
with open hearts, grace, and understanding. INSPIRED HOPE, HOPE MADE REAL in a broken 
system, that can be adapted to potentially offer new life and possibility if we are only willing to 
give it a try.   

Blessings on the journey,  Rev. Jackie L. Bradford, NE District Conference Superintendent 



August 6 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 

August 13 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Psalm 105:1-6.16-22,45b 
Romans 10:5-15 

 Matthew 14:22-33 

August 20 
Genesis 45:1-15 

Psalm 133 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 15:(10-20)21-28 

August 27 
Exodus 1:6—2:10 

Psalm 124 
OR Psalm 17 

Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20  

AUGUST  & SEPTEMBER 
SERVANT-LEADERS  
Big thanks to all for your willing  

servant-leadership! 

Communion Stewards:      8/13 Kenny Hanson Family 
     9/3 Doris & Roger Howard 

Coffee Fellowship by Task Force Team:           

   8/20   Doris Howard chair 426-5278 
    Angi Frieden co-chair 426-5640 
    Catherine Britt      426-5281 
    Linda Cline  426-5298 
    Sharnel Freiden  419-4454 
    Dorothy Gilson  426-5320 
    Carol Moore  426-5509 
    Roger Howard  426-5278 

   9/17   Marion Frieden chair 426-5174 
    Chelsey Durnan co-chair 880-9484 
    Sharon Becker  426-5642 
    Pat Cline   426-5376 
    Patty Hanson  426-5662 
    Melody Gilson  426-5565 
    Melissa Johnston  423-5241 
    Karen Klingman  426-5347  

Greeters / Ushers:   Liturgist 
   8/6     Ellie & Helen Medberry 8/6    Catherine T. Britt 

   8/13   Melissa & Darin Johnston 8/13    Charles wagner 

   8/20   Sharon & Louise Becker 8/20    Candis Frieden 

   8/27   Sharon & Larry Wedo  8/27    Mark Howard 

   9/3     Larry Wedo & Jim Dennler 9/3    Charles Wagner 

   9/10   Mark & Brenda Howard 9/10      Ellie Medberry 

   9/17   Pat & Roger Howard  9/17      Arden Greener 

   9/24   Doris & Roger Howard  9/24      Brenda Howard 

Acolyte: 
   8/6    Jim Dennler 

   8/13   Faith Johnston 

   8/20   Dylan Frieden 

   8/27   Jim Dennler 

   9/3     Jim Dennler 

   9/10   Dylan Frieden 

   9/17   Shawn Gilson 

   9/24   Sierra Gilson 

 

September 3 
Exodus 3:1-15 

Psalm 105:1-6,23-26,45c 
Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 16:21-28 

September 10 
Exodus 12:1-14 

Psalm 149 
Romans 13:8-14 

 Matthew 18:15-20 

September 17 
Exodus 14:19-31 

Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 

September 24 
Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
OR Psalm 17 

Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16  



AUGUST 
 Birthdays      Anniversary 
  8/4   Lisa Ellis      8/15   Tom & Lenna Cummings  

 8/5     Jason Nefzger   8/16   Toby & Kate Kathan; Cliff & Ellie Medberry  
 8/8     Craig Popenhagen   8/26 Kenny & Karla Hanson  
 8/10   Angi Frieden 
 8/12 Blaize Frieden 
 8/14 Vernon Wedo 
 8/15 Harry Cline; Brenda Howard 
 8/17 Lyle Butikofer; Matt Ellis 
 8/19 Tom Cummings 
 8/20 Scott Frieden 
  8/25 Sam Nefzger 
 8/27 Luke Cline 
 8/30 Rose Harberts 
 8/31 Stephanie Murphy 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Birthdays      Anniversary 
 9/7 Seth Howard    9/3 Matt & Lisa Ellis; Roger & Doris Howard  

   9/8 Betsy Nefzger; Sharon Wedo  9/5 Jon & Vera Shaffer  
  9/14 Mary Thoma 
  9/15 Lexi Frieden 
  9/22 Dorothy Gilson 
  9/23 Roger Howard  
  

   

PRAYER MINISTRY-Please keep following peoples in your prayer. 

*Our church and leaders of our church 

*The leaders of our District: D.S. Jackie, FOM Rev. Jayme,  
         & Administrative Secretary Karen Wersinger 

*The leaders of our Conference: Bishop Laurie Haller & the cabinet 

*Our Nation, its leaders, & president Trump & his council 

*The Military and their family, victims of the war and any conflict, especially the refugees 

*Our elderly sisters and brother who reside in the care center: Dora Lee Albertson, Larry Butikofer,  
   Bev Friederich, Betty Nims, Dorothy Wurster, Charlie (friend of Larry Butikofer) 

*Families who lost their beloved: Linda Cline, Candis Frieden, Pat Hanson, Nancy Ormston, 
          Verlon (brother of Catherine Britt) 

*Our sisters and brothers who are unable to join us as they reside in their homes: Howard Wurster,     
          William & Delores Dummermuth, Larry & Nancy Ormston  

*Our brothers and sisters for their healing & recovery: Harry Cline, Brenda Howard 

*Those among us with unspoken physical, emotional, and spiritual needs 

 For any prayer concern, contact:  
   Vera Shaffer (380-8749), Helen Medberry (426-5348),  
   the office(426-5131), Pastor Mee (425-8012; revmeekang@gmail.com) 



Administrative Council Minutes—July 12, 2017 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Those in attendance were Pastor Mee, Mark Howard, 
Charles Wagner, Vera Shaffer, Lollie Britt, Arden Greener, Karen Klingman, and Helen Medberry. 

It was moved and seconded (Shaffer, Medberry) that the secretary’s report be approved as read.     
The motion carried. 

The treasurer’s report showed a total income of $3629.60, expenses of $5313.83, and a loss of 
$1,684,23.  The amount on hand in checking and savings accounts is $19,329.74.  A second            
apportionment has been paid, and the treasurer was directed to pay a third apportionment with     
available funds.  Linda Cline’s report showed that the church has received $35,934.68 toward the 
budget to date, compared with $33,4322.53 to the same date last year.  The pastor noted that Fayette 
must receive St. Paul’s contribution to the pastor’s pension by the 15th of each month.  It was moved 
and seconded (Greener, Medberry) that the treasurer’s report be approved.  The motion carried.  

Old Business 
It was noted that maintenance of the new landscaping will be covered by available funds. 
The Pastor and Mark suggested that refurbishing the basement be the next priority.  This project will 
be referred to the trustees and the Memorial Committee.  It was decided that the outdated audio     
visual equipment and the cupboard housing those items be removed when work on the basement is 
undertaken. 
Mark announced that repainting of the exterior woodwork has been scheduled and will soon begin.   
The pastor announced that the Charge Conference will take place at the West Union Methodist 
Church at 2:00 p.m. on October 22 with 22 churches in attendance. The pastor’s spiritual renewal 
has been rescheduled for August 1-9.  A lay speaker has been arranged for August 6 and Communion 
has been moved ahead to August 13 and the Council meeting to August 16. 

Committee Reports 
*Missions: Lollie reported that health kits ($12)  and school kits ($11) have been selected for the 
year’s UMCOR projects.  St Paul’s will also contribute layette kits ($20) for the Iowa-Nigeria      
project.  It was noted that the committee needs to check what is left from last year’s purchases before 
shopping this year.  We will once again collect funds for blankets and for items on the North Valley 
school lists. 

New Business 
The Pastor questioned what has been decided about the future of the UMW. 
Mark discussed our insurance coverage.  Overall, our insurance expenses have remained relatively 
stable.  Current replacement values on the church are $921,000 and on the parsonage  $205,000.      
It was recommended that we add $6000 for coverage of church-owned items  in the parsonage. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
The next Administrative Council meeting will be August 16th at 5:30 p.m. 

-Respectively submitted, Charles Wagner, Council Secretary 

   



Two Graduates were selected and hon-
ored as 2017 St. Paul’s UMC Scholar-
ship Recipients! 
  Our Church had two seniors in this year’s NFV graduating  

  class. Cousins Austin and Blaize Frieden have each qualified for the  
  $500.00 scholarship given by St. Paul’s. Due to time constraints the  
  application process was a bit abbreviated from what it will be in the  
  future.  They were asked to complete questions in regard to plans  
  and hopes for the future, things they have done in Church and their    
  relationship with God, and things academic and extra-curricular that  
  they have done in school.  The scholarships will be awarded upon  

  successful completion of their first semester of post-secondary education. 

  Sunday May 28, two Frieden counsins  
  were honored by St. Paul’s Graduation  
  Sunday worship and reception as Church  
  celebrated their commencement. Many  
  were gathered and celebrated together.   
  The May task force team and Worship Committee of  
  Church prepared and offered foods and hospitality for  
  the event.    They were once again honored and        
  received the official recognition as the 2017         
  Scholarship recipients on June 18 during the worship. 

Followings are their responses to the questions of the scholarship application: 

Austin Frieden 
1. What are your hopes, dreams, and career plans for the future? 
  To have a stable income and eventually a family of my own. I would like to  
  work at a coop in the agronomy field, following completion of my studies. 

2. Why did you choose the school you are planning to attend? 
  They have a good program for what I’m going into and they are well known  
  for Ag. programs. 

3. What is your relationship with God? 
My relationship o God is in my prayers to Him and in knowing that he is looking after my grandpa 
Roger. 

4. What involvement have you had in Church activities? 
  I have helped with serving seniors at Christmas meals, helped with sweet corn days in y younger  
  years and attended Sunday School, as well as Bible School. 

5. What has been your participation in community and school organizations, clubs or sports? 
  I was involved in football, all through school, and trapshooting my last year. I helped fill  
  sandbags during floods in the community. 

6. What would you like to share with the Scholarship Committee to help them in knowing you    
    better? 
  I am nice, caring and willing to work. I have worked on the farm doing chores for my Uncle 
  Craig, since I was 8 years old. Following my sophomore year, I worked at West Union Motors.  
  The past two summers, I have worked for Premier Ag Systems I Elkader. I also worked at the  
  Duane Patterson farms for a time. My favorite pastime is hunting and anything sports related.  
  My favorite teams are Iowa Hawkeyes,, Minnesota Vikings and Milwaukee Brewers.  
 
 



 Blaize Frieden (July, 2017) 
 1. What are your hopes, dreams, and career plans for the future? 
     I plan to attend the University of Northern Iowa and major in Finance.  
     I hope to graduate from UNI in four years and go on to find a job in my  
     field that I will enjoy doing everyday. 

 2. Why did you choose the school you are planning to attend? 
     I chose to attend UNI because it has a good business program. Both of my  
     older siblings, Brooks and Lexi, graduated from UNI. My uncle Mick is a 

professor at UNI and there are many fun activities that I can go to like football and basketball games. 

3. What is your relationship with God? 
    While growing up I attended church and Sunday school, which has helped build my relationship  
    with God. This relationship is based around trust and love. I trust God to help me do what is best  
    and the right thing. I trust I can ask God for help. I know God loves me no matter what. I try to  
    show love for God by treating others with respect and helping others. 

4.What involvement have you had in Church activities? 
    I have been in the Christmas plays, lit the church candles, helped usher, worked at church diners  
    and helped serve at the church stand in the city park. I helped Pastor Rick build a stable for the     
    nativity scene. I attended confirmation classes and was confirmed in the church. 

5. What has been your participation in community and school organizations, clubs or sports? 
    I have participated in football, track, basketball, and chorus. I was a part of the Valley Christian    
    Youth Group since 7th grade that served senior citizen meals ad spread wood chips on a trail. I also  
    helped put in the new playground at Valley in 2014. I have also helped others in my neighborhood.  
    One job I helped with was putting in the cement in the park for the basketball court. 

6. What would you like to share with the Scholarship Committee to help them in knowing you  
    better? 
    I am excited about going to college. I studied in high school to be on the honor roll and I plan on  
    working hard in college using the skills and values I have learned at school, home, and church.  
    Even though I am going off to live at UNI, St. Paul’s will still be my church family. 

We have a New Addition! 
 
  We are pleased with the landscaping  
  which was done on the East side of  
  the church.  
  Thank you to the Vernon Wedo  
  family who presented it in his   
  memory. 

 



St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
504 Main Street 
Elgin, IA   52141 
Ph) 563-426-5131 
Email: revmeekang@gmail.com 
http://stpaulselgin.org 

 

Please HELP the church by letting us know your e-mail address! 

We are trying to reduce the cost of paper production and also to be the good Stewards of 
God’s creation with the eco-friendly way - electronical distribution of our Newsletter. 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

St.Paul’s UMC At A Glance  

Sundays :  Worship @ 10:45 a.m.      

August 6    Worship with Cal Nicklay, a District Lay Speaker & Mark Harberts, a soloist 

August 13  Communion Sunday with a men’s Duet, Arden Greener & Charles Greener 

August 20  Worship with Scholarship Offering  
       with the Key Stone Chorus with Free will offering  
    Coffee Fellowship before worship @10am 

August 27  Worship with a Line Dance Team 


